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Media crucial to holding of credi-
ble elections 

 

Speakers, who addressed during the As-
sociated Newspapers of Zimbabwe (ANZ) 
Discussion Forum held at the Trust Tow-
ers on Wednesday 24 April 2013, stressed 
that the media was essential to the hold-
ing of credible elections and whilst they 
argued that elections should be viewed 
as part of democratic processes rather 
than isolated events.  

 

The theme of the discussion was Zimba-
bwean Media, Elections and Democracy. 

 

 According to the Voluntary Media Coun-
cil of Zimbabwe (VMCZ)’s Director, Taku-
ra Zhangazha, elections should be regard-
ed as processes that reflect the demo-
cratic culture and people centered stabil-
ity of a country over the long term. 

 

Zhangazha opined that elections were 
essentially the sum total of processes 
that lead to the establishment of what 
has been referred to in political parlance 
as ‘government of the people, by the 
people and for the people’. 

 

According to Zhangazha in our contempo-
rary political context, elections have how-
ever not be seen or referred to popularly 
as resulting in us having ‘government of 

the people, for the people and by the 
people’ because, 

 

“The disputed and controversial 
elections that have occurred 
since 2000 in Zimbabwe have 
not necessarily reflected the un-
fettered will, even by majority 
dictate, of the citizens of our 
country.” 

 

Zhangazha said that the media was cru-
cial to these democratic processes adding 
that, 

 

“It must be emphasized that one 
of the key reasons has been the 
deliberate stifling of the media, 
access to information and broad-
er freedom of expression by the 
state.” 

 

Zhangazha pointed out that the culture 
and practice of impunity and criminaliza-

tion of the media and freedom of expres-
sion by the Zimbabwean state has con-
tributed significantly to how elections 
have not necessarily reflected the demo-
cratic will of the people. 

 

Zimbabwe Electoral Support Network 
(ZESN)’s Research and Advocacy Manager 
Runyararo Munetsi pointed out that Zim-
babwe does not have a defined election 
calendar because the election calendar 
starts immediately when one election 

ends. 

 

“We (ZESN) view elections as a 
cycle, as a process and not an 
event. We believe that the elec-
toral process does not begin and 
end on election day.” 

 

Munetsi said Zimbabwe basically has a 
five-year election calendar that fell into 

three stages when it comes to this elec-
toral cycle that are namely, the pre-
voting period, the voting period and the 
post-voting period. 

 

She stressed that the media had a crucial 
role to play at every stage of the electoral 
cycle particularly in terms of raising 
awareness, providing information on 
where and how to register for voting. 

 

“The media also needs to raise 
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What Needs to be Done Prior to Elections in Zimbabwe? 

An Article for ZESN 

Written by Professor Jørgen Elklit 

 

The referendum on a new constitution for Zimbabwe took place on March 16, 2013, and the result was an overwhelming “YES” 
in favour of the proposed new basic law of the land. This result was not surprising, but the high turnout was.  

 

The constitutional draft has now been gazetted and when the formal gazettement period has come to an end, the document 
will be presented in Parliament, where it will be passed easily. From there, it will eventually get the presidential signature and 
only then will Zimbabwe formally have a new constitution.  

 

At that point, elections conducted according to the new constitution will be on the agenda.  On what date the elections can 
take place is presently unclear. What is clear, though, is that the Electoral Act must be amended before many election prepara-
tions can even begin.  

 

The reason is that the constitution – when finally in force – will change the way Parliament, provincial councils and local coun-
cils are elected. Prior to the implementation of the constitution, a number of politically delicate issues must be looked into.  

 

Decisions on these issues will be a precondition for organizing the new elections. To name a few of these examples, it is unclear 
as to what proportional representation (PR) system shall be used.  

 

It is also unclear how many candidates that political parties will be required to have on their party lists and whether those can-
didates will be allowed to stand in one or more races. 

 

awareness, especially of marginalized groups who would need to go and register. The youth, for example, they need 
to go and register. When we did a study of the voter’s roll we found out that only 18 percent of the youths are regis-
tered voters. That was in 2010 maybe figures have changed now,” said Munetsi. 

 

Meanwhile, Goodwill Nguni of ZANU PF stressed that he was against the regulation of the media because, ‘we must allow the 
media space to highlight imperfections’ adding that, 

 

“We don’t want a media that is governed by political parties. I want a media that is robust.” 

 

Nguni said he hoped the upcoming elections would require a robust media that would expose everyone and anyone who was 
corrupt regardless of their political affiliation adding that, 

 

“We must not ascribe to the media the role of being political commissars for political organizations.”  
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Moreover, some PR systems tend to be better for larger parties than for smaller one, while it is the other way round for other 
PR systems. Other PR electoral systems tend to be more balanced. As opinion polls indicate that the next election might be a 
tight race, the choice of PR system might decide who will control the next parliament! 

 

This situation can best be characterized as unfinished business by the politicians and it means that political parties in Zimba-
bwe cannot hold their primaries and decide on their candidates until they know what the rules of the game(s) will be.  

 

It will also not be possible to hold Nomination Courts and the Zimbabwean Election Commission (ZEC) cannot seriously start to 
prepare for the election, including the procurement of ballot papers! 

 

The many radical changes in the entire electoral machinery will also put a lot of pressure on ZEC, as well as civil society, be-

cause there is a burning need to provide information about the new electoral systems.  

 

Read more…. 

Bulawayo Progressive Residents Association (BPRA) will be holding four consultative meetings this weekend (27 & 28 April 
2013) as part of its quest to promote an active citizenry and accountability in the operations of service providers and holders of 
public office. The meetings, to be held in Nkulumane (Ward 20), Mpopoma (Ward 9), Pumula (ward 19) and Entumbane (ward 
10) will bring various stakeholders including ward councillors and Child Protection Committee members to account to residents 
for their operations. In Mpopoma the Member of Parliament, Samuel Sandla Khumalo is expected to account to residents on 
how he used the Constituency Development Fund (CDF) to develop Mpopoma-Pelandaba constituency. 

 

Contentious issues that the councillors of the respective wards are expected to address include the state of Bulawayo’s roads, 
the city’s water situation vis-a-vis new developments such as the water summit held recently at the Zimbabwe International 
Trade Fair (ZITF) and concerns with the city’s water billing system which residents say is faulty. 

  

The schedule for the meetings is as follows: 

Meeting Schedule 

Date Ward Venue Time Meeting Agenda or 

speakers 

27/04/13 
  

20 (Nkulumane) Mgoqo Primary 
School 

10am – 
12pm 

Councillor, BCC Opera-
tions, Child Protection 
Committee 

28/04/13 9 (Mpopoma) Mpopoma Hall 9am – 
12.30pm 

Member of Parliament, 
CDF, Councillor, BCC Oper-
ations 

28/04/13 19 (Old Pumula) 
  
  

Old Pumula Hall 2pm – 4pm Councillor, BCC Opera-
tions, Child Protection 
Committee 

28/04/13 10 (Entumbane) Entumbane Hall 2pm – 4pm Councillor, TelOne, ZESA 
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